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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4847 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, EG, LY, SY 

SUBJ: KHADDAM COMMENTS ON LIBYAN -EGYPTIAN CONFLICT 

AT THE END OF OUR MEETING JULY 30 I ASKED FONMIN HOW HIS RECENT 
TALKS HAD GONE IN CAIRO AND TRIPOLI. HE SAID HE HAD CONCLUDED 
THAT THE CONFRONTATION WAS STABILIZED FOR THE MOMENT BUT CARE- 
FULLY REFRAINED FROM ANY COMMENT THAT MIGHT INDICATE PARTIALITY 
TOWARDS EITHER CAIRO OR TRIPOLI. HE STRESSED HE HAD NOT GONE 
TO EITHER CAPITAL AS MEDIATOR BUT JUST TO "PROBE THE FACTS 
OF THE SITUATION." I SAID THIS SEEMED SENSIBLE IN VIEW OF HOW 
MANY MEDIATORS WERE INVOLVED AND HOW THANKLESS MEDIATION 
COULD BE IN SUCH SITUATIONS. HE HEARTILY AGREED. 

MURPHY 
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